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NEW YORK CITY ARTS IN EDUCATION  

CANDIDATE SURVEY PROJECT 

 

Queens Borough President Candidates 

The following questions are designed to determine candidates’ positions on a number of issues related to 

the delivery of arts education (including music, dance, theater and visual arts) in New York City public 

schools.  Questionnaires are being delivered to all certified candidates for the Office of Brooklyn Borough 

President .  Responses will be posted at www.nycartsed.com, on participating organizations’ websites, 

and provided to constituents, the public and press.  Your participation is greatly appreciated. 

Candidate Name:  Peter F. Vallone Jr. 

Date:  6/28/2013 

1. What meaningful experiences, if any, with the arts, either in school or otherwise, did you have in 

your life and what did you gain from these experiences? 

Being a musician myself, the arts are extremely important as I play many instruments including 

guitar, piano and bass. I have provided hundreds of thousands of dollars in funding for cultural arts 

programs throughout New York City including the Astoria Performing Arts Center (APAC), Noguchi 

Museum and Queens Symphony Orchestra, among others. I have also spearheaded the restoration 

of the dilapidated Astoria diving pool, which will be transferred into an outdoor amphitheater. As 

Queens Borough President, I will continue my fight to fund arts in education and make the arts a 

priority in all levels of education.  

2. It is widely acknowledged that access to a well-rounded curriculum is a key component of a quality 

education.  However, numerous studies show that over the past decade disciplines such as art, 

science, and social studies are getting crowded out of the school day. In New York City, for instance, 

only half of all elementary schools are providing the arts instruction that is outlined in state education 

law. What strategies do you envision for broadening the school-day curriculum? 

It is imperative that the DOE take action to ensure that arts education programs continue to be 

made available to all students. I am a proud sponsor of the New York City Council Resolution 837, 

which calls upon the Department of Education to maintain a minimum level of arts funding in all 

public schools.  The importance of arts education and its positive impact on a student's education 

has been widely researched and reports have shown a correlation between instruction in the arts 

and greater student achievement and social development. As Queens Borough President, I will 

advocate the state education to revise the NY State Arts requirement. 
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3. How, if at all, would you envision restructuring the current system of school governance? How 

might this impact the delivery of arts instruction in city schools? 

While I support mayoral control, I believe the city’s education system should be reformed to 

include more input from parents and teachers. I believe a more collaborative process would benefit 

the students by allowing their parents and teachers to advocate for their children.  

4. The arts are recognized as a core subject area here in New York and at the federal level.  However, 

while many schools in New York City do provide quality arts instruction, access to this instruction is far 

from universal.  How best can the city ensure equity in the delivery of arts education in the following 

key areas: 

A.  Funding:  Principals consistently cite budget constraints as the chief obstacle to providing arts 

education at their schools.  While schools receive “Supplemental Arts Funding” each year (formerly 

known as Project Arts), as of 2007 principals are not required to spend these funds directly on arts 

education. How can the city ensure that every school in the city has the resources to provide every 

student with a quality education that includes the arts?  

As stated before, I sponsored Resolution 837, which calls on the New York City Department of 

Education to maintain a minimum level of arts funding in New York City public schools. 

B. Qualified Instructors:  Highly qualified certified arts teachers are the cornerstone of quality arts 

programs in schools. However, whether due to budget constraints, school size, or other factors, 

almost 20% of city schools have no certified arts instructor on staff.  How can the city ensure that all 

of our public school students receive instruction from qualified arts instructors?  

We cannot continue to lose our art teachers and programs. With Resolution 837, the DOE must 

maintain a minimum level of funding; within that funding should be enough for each school to have 

at LEAST one highly qualified certified arts teacher. I believe that these teachers need to be a 

mandatory requirement for all schools. As Borough President I will work with the future 

administration to make sure that this becomes a reality. 

C. Space: Lack of available in-school arts space is one of the top challenges principals face in 

implementing arts education. What policies would you propose to prevent the loss of arts spaces in 

public schools due to overcrowding, co-location, or other factors? 

As many factors impact the availability of art spaces within classes, the Department of Education 

should expand policies that allow arts education classes to work with community partners and 

cultural institution groups to hold classes at their facilities. The borough of Queens has a lot to offer 

in terms of the arts and we must take full advantage in order to make up for the lack of actual 

space. 
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D. Partnerships: New York City has a rich array of cultural resources, including arts and cultural 

institutions and professional artists that play an important role in the lives and education of some of 

our school children. How can the city ensure that all public school students and their families enjoy 

meaningful engagement with these resources?  

The City must increase partnerships with our cultural institutions. I have great relationships with 

such groups as Astoria Performing Arts Center (APAC), Noguchi Museum and Queens Symphony 

Orchestra. Every year I allocate money in the budget for Cultural After School Adventures (CASA), 

an organization that connects schools with cultural institutions. I have joined IS 126, IS 235, IS 10, 

PS 84 and the Young Women’s Leadership School with groups such as Inside Broadway, Queens 

Theater, The Museum of Moving Image and The Queens Museum to performs arts programs. I am 

constantly fighting with the Mayor to keep CASA funding throughout Queens and New York City. 

Queens has an abundance of cultural institutions at our fingertips and I will advocate for more 

CASA funding. 

5.  The city’s accountability system places a heavy emphasis on student performance on state 

assessments in English language arts and math. Currently, performance assessments for the arts are 

being piloted in city schools and while the arts can potentially factor into a high school’s report card 

grade, the overall impact is minimal. Are there ways you would propose the city expand or revise the 

school accountability system to incorporate the arts? 

I believe schools should be accountable and judged on how they perform in the arts just like they 

are for any other subject. The arts should not be taken lightly; they are an important part of a 

child’s development. Studies have shown that children involved in the arts perform better then 

average in their standardized testing. According to National School Boards Association and 

Americans for the Arts students who study art are 4 times more likely to be recognized for 

academic achievement and 3 times more likely to be awarded for school attendance. I believe for 

assessing the arts, we must move away from standardized testing and create a performance-based 

assessment. As borough president I will work with education experts to incorporate a new way to 

assess and judge schools on their arts programs.  

6. How would you engage teachers, parents, the arts and cultural community, city agencies, and other 

interested stakeholders to expand access to arts education both in-school and outside of the school 

day? 

I am a huge supporter of after school programs. In addition to the CASA programs already 

discussed, I introduced a resolution to the City Council calling upon the Department of Education to 

institute a policy that would limit total homework given to elementary and middle school children 

(through grade 8) to no more than 10 minutes per grade level on any given night, and would 

include a homework-free night to allow children to participate in other activities, exercise and 

spend quality time with their families. My local Community Education Council praised this 

resolution. I believe that in order for a child to get the most out of the school experience, 

afterschool activities are a necessity. Arts programs do not have to end at the final bell of the day. I 
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have funded and fought for extracurricular activities in the past and will continue to do so in 

borough hall. Afterschool programming should never be an afterthought.  I have stood besides 

hundreds of parents and teachers at P.S. 2 and successfully saved the Out-of-School Time Program 

(http://www.qgazette.com/news/2010-07-

21/Features/PS_2_Afterschool_Program_Restoration_Celebrated.html). I have also performed at a 

fundraiser for Serious Fun Afterschool, a non-profit that provides art programs to students after 

school (http://www.qgazette.com/news/2012-06-

20/Features/From_The_Office_Of_Peter_Vallone_Jr.html). Art is all around us in Queens, we must 

take advantage of the borough we call home.  

Additional Comments:  

No additional comments. 

 


